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"A firm foundation will have to be created which will ? 

support humanity to face all group conflicts. What is 

that firm foundation? It is the realisation that a11 the 

creatures which have come into this world want to survive. 

Thus we must make arrangements for the food, clothes, 

education, shelter and medical treatment of each and 

every individual, so that all can become assets to the 

earth. We must provide them with the inexhaustible 

resources for their forward movement towards their spiritual I 

goal. I 

Today the majority of people are in darkness. That 1 
is why you will have to carry the collectivity with you, .I 
because the collectivity is yours. The collectivity is not j:* 4 

outside you-your future is inseparably connected with 

the collective fortune. You must take the entire collec- 

tivity with you and move towards the sweetest radiance 

of the new crimson dawn, beyond the veil of the darkest 

night " 
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INTRODUCTION 

Ananda Marga is a g loba l  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e  organiza t ion  with branches i n  
more than  120 coun t r i e s  around the  world. 
I t  is a l s o  a s p i r i t u a l  mission which 
t eaches  meditat ion f r e e  of charge. The 
guid ing  philosophy of Ananda Marga is 
t h a t  a l l  people deserve a l i f e  of happi- 
ness ,  Meditation enables  people t o  
explore  t h e i r  innermost n a t u r e ,  t h e  
source  of a l l  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  However, 
without  t h e  minimum n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e  
(such as food, c lo th ing ,  s h e l t e r ,  
medical ca re ,  and educa t ion) ,  such 
h igher  p u r s u i t s  a r e  impossible , There- 
f o r e ,  a c t i v e  and vigorous programs f o r  
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a r e  of equal  importance 
i n  Ananda Marga, 

This booklet  provides background 
information on a t ragedy which b e f e l l  
seventeen of our monks and nuns on 
A p r i l  30, 1982, A t  t h e  back of t h e  book 
you w i l l  f i n d  some sugges t ions  as t o  how 
you can h e l p  put  a n  end t o  t h e  b r u t a l  
v io lence  which snuffed out  t h e  tremendous 
p o t e n t i a l  of these  seventeen dedicated 
miss ionar ies  , 

None of us can a f f o r d  t o  ignore 
i n  j u s t i c e  and b r u t a l i t y  only because 
it is far  away from us. If we do, we 
hsvn n n l - r  
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a r r i v e  a t  our own doorstep.  



THE CALCUTTA TRAGEDY 

Early in the morning of April 30th, groups of monks a h d  
nuns of the socio-spiritual organization Ananda Marga started 
from various destinations towards Tiljala, a suburb of 
Calcutta. They were all Piiocipais of Ananda Marga 
kindergartens and primary schools, and Superintendents of 
Ananda Marga orphanages from aii over ind~a ,  assembling at 
their globai headquarters in Tiljala to attend an educational 

training camp. As they proceeded towards Til,iala Olfegc ,&ad 
to cross the railroad tracks in either one of two p h ,  a s  
there 81.g nn!y !we _routes of access that n ~ f l y & g  g p g  : 
either by Ballygunge bridge or by Bundalgate (see mag). 



One of the Margiis was Didi Ananda Praceta, a sweet 
and ever-smiling nun running the Calcutta orphanage. When 
she reached the Ballygunge railway crossing at about . -00 A.M. 
with several other Didis (sisters) and children from their 
orphanages, she decided to let them go ahead to thecamp 
while she remained in_ the market to col!ect some vegctabks 
fer her boh~.e, becgg;e since she W C U ! ~  be nt.zn.. C--- anaj :he 
children for two weeks, she wanted to leave them with 
sufficient supplies. As she moved through the market, 
suddenly a crowd of men surrounded her. Shouting, 
"Child-stealer ! Child-stealer ! Kill ! KILL !", they ripped 
off her clothes and threw her down on the ground. They 
blinded her with acid, and with long knives they gouged out 
her eye and beat her repsatedly on the head with 'iron rods. 
They mutilated her body and poured gasoline over her, and 
burnt her alive (see cover photo). 

While her naked body was smoking on the railway tracks 
below, two taxis carrying monks coming from the Jodhpur 
Park office of Ananda Marga were crossing the Bijon Setu 
railway bridge over the tracks. When the taxis reached near 
the end of the bridge, a group of men stopped the cars, 
dragged all the occupants out, ,and threk all their belongings 
on the ground. Shouting i~ the same way, "Child-thief! 
Kill ! Rill !" they first stunned the' monks by beating-them 
on the temples with bricks, iron rods and lathis (bamboo 
stags). Then they smashed lightbulbs filled with acid on 
their faces, instantly blinding' them. They pounded their 
faces with stones and iron rods and stabbed them repeatedly 
in the neck, heart and stomach. They flung them face down 
on the ground and smashed their faces again and again against 
the cement, which goon became covered with blood. Then they 
poured gasoline oven their clotkes and burnt them alive. 
Scores of people stood by, silently witnessing the massaere. 

The local police arrived on the scene more than two bourn 
later, although the police atation is only fr kilometer from-the 
Bijon Set" bridge. They fired three rounds to aisperse the 



crowd but by that time, nine 
and on the railway tracks below. 

Smoke was billowing from 
bridge and the railway tracks 
littered with smoking saffron 

moaks lay dead on the bridge 

their burning corps'es. The 
were splattered with blood 2nd 
robes, charred booklets and 

sandals. Pools of blood stained the earth, marking the 
places where they had been killed. The faces of the corpse3 
were deformed and mutilated, their limbs charred, their heads 
and bodies criss-crossed with ugly knife cuts and their clothes 
shorn ofl. 

Almost simultaneously, one kilometer down the railway 
;tracks, at a crossing called Bundalgate-the only other possible 
approach to the Ananda Marga ashram at Tiljala-the same 
ghastly scene was taking place. There, three taxis from 
Ilowrah raiiway station-two carrying Ananda Marga monks 
and the third carrying nine nuns and children-were crossing 
the tracks when a group of men surrounded them, pulled them 
out of their taxis, and started beating them. The nine nuns 
and girls were also dragged out ; their clothes were torn and 
they were repeatedly beaten on the face with iron rods and 
kicked and punched by the group of men. Finally, senseless, 
they were flung into a heap on the ground and petrol was 
poured over their bodies to burn them alive. 

Just at that moment a group of police arrived and fired two 
rounds and rescued the women and the first taxi-but mean- 
while the crowd had seized the third taxi and taken the occu- 
.pants to a nearby railway shed where, in exactly the same 
systematic method as on the bridge, they brutally murdered 
their victims : one assailant, armed with an iron rod, bamboo 
staff or brick, would batter his victim on the temple to stun 
him ; a second would smash a bulb of acid in his face to blind 
him. The third, carrying a long knife, would, pluck out his 
 eyes, while a fourth would stab him in the neck, chest or 
.stomach. A fifth, carrying a tin of gasoline or kerosine, would 
pour this on their clothes-sometimes using their own saflron 
robes to cover their faces-and a shth, with matches, would 
set them afire to burn them alive. 

Four monks died on the spot, and four others died in the 
' h n c n ; t ~ t  later """Y""' '"'.," 

One of themonks had escaped from the murderous attack 
-and ran to some distance where he found four local railway 
poiice (carrying gunsj standing. He pieacied wlth them to save 
his brothers being burnt and beaten to death, but they merely 
said, "Kicchu hobe na, kicchu hobe na-nothing will happen, 1 
nothing will happen", and passively witnessed the whole scene. / 



When they finally took him to the police station, he found some 
of the police there distributing sweets. They were laughing. 
and offered him some. By Indian custom, sweets are distri- 
buted to celebrate an auspicious event. 

Never had the city of Calcutta witnessed such inhuman 
violence, such a brutal and systematic massacre spread over 
one and a half hours at three different areas, without any 
nnlirp interventinn. I.n, .I!!, seve=tp,ex Boa=& Margiis weic 
.r ----- ------ 
killed-15 monks and two nuns-and fourteen others were, 
severely wounded and taken to hospitals. 

"TOO SHOCKING FOR WORDS" 

The local populace and media strongly condemned the 
torture and murder of the innocent missionaries. "It crossed 

the meanest form of beastliness. Even during the worst days 
of terror and violence of the sixties, when some insane Naxa- 
lites (communist terrorists) indulged in the brutal annihilation 
of their class enemies, West Bengal had not witnessed such a 
ghastly crime (The Patriot, ~a~ 1 1 ,  1982) ." 

~ a d i n g  it "the Calcutta tragedy", The Indian Express. 
(May 3) said the incident was something "so horrifying that 
one wonders in despair where the country is heading." 

The Times of India; in an editorial (May 4), called it 
"shocking beyond words" and said, "no one can deny that 
our society is a violent one or that it is becbniing more, not 
Itss, so ... Neuertheiess, the Caicutta kiiiings wiii shake up the- 
most jaded sensibilities". 

Who could have perpetrated this horrifying blood bath.. . 
and why ??? 

COMMUNIST BRUTALITY 

Brutality on such a scale in broad daylight, in the close 
vicinity and in some cases under the very eyes of the police- 
could only have been possible when the perpetrators enjoyed 
the protection of the police and indeed, the local government 
itself. 

In contrast to the outpourings of public sympathy, the 
Communist-led Government of West Bengal has been strangely 
apathetic about the murders. The Chief Minister, Jyoti 
Basu, who lives only one kilometer from the scene of 
the massacre,did not even bother to visit the site nor make 
any inquiry. On his way to an election meeting in Darjeeling 
only a few hours after the massacre, he continued his tour 
programme as if nothing had happened and merely remarked 
perfunctorily at  the airport before his departure that the inci- 
dent was an "isolated one" and "had no political significance". 
Later he insisted that the murders were spontaneously 
committed by a frenzied mob, outraged at the child-lifting of 
the Margiis, who had been stealing children for their children's 
homes. He did not depute any of his police to visit the 
scene or investigate the ghastly crime. 



In fact, the incident is NOT an "isolated onem-and it has 
great "political significance". The charges of Ananda Marga 
child-lifting and mob frenzy are both baseless lies concoct5d 
by the CPI-M ( Communist Party of India-Marxist ) to 
conceal the truth-that the orgy of violence was a carefully 
planned and thoroughly organized attempt to wipe out the 
Aoanda Miirga leaderhip, planned and prepared for 
months in advance, by the communist party high command. It 
was ths latest in a long series of attacks by the communists on 
.Ananda Marga in West Bengal. 

WHY COMMUNISTS FEAR THE "THREAT" OF 

ANANDA MARGA 

Ananda Marga is a rapidly expanding socio-spiritual 
movement to develop all one's individual potentialities, and 
.at the same time to liberate society from all economic and 
,psychic exploitation. Started in a small town on the border of 
Bengal and Bihar in 1955, it has since grown into a huge world- 
,wide organization with branches in every corner of India and 
.in literally every country on earth. By organ zing multifarious 
:social service activities such as children's homes, schools for 
poor children, cheap kitchens, relief work, homes for the aged, 
.and social and cuitural institutions, Anancia Marga has rapidiy 
gained the support ~f both intellectuals and masses wherever 
it has spread. With its inspiration for social change based on 
@itg.!ity 2nd mc)ra!ism_, Anand_a -M-_a_rgaYs dynamic a!t~matiy= 
to both capitalism and communism has attracted millions to 
,the movement, and seriously undermined the communist parties 
;n T n A ; n  A n - n A o  \ A - r o o ' =  e n ; r ; t m o l  n l w t l n r r t  rrrnc mnntpr +A thn 
.u *rru.u. L*uuuuu r v l u r ~ u  u uy .... u u r  vurrvv-r r-u.. -vr-.-* ." '.." 
materialist dogmas of the Indian communists, and thus it has 
,been opposed and harrassed in India by the CPI-M (Communist 
Party of India-Marxist ) in the same way that the Jews are 
barrassed in Russia, or the Tibetans in China. 

COMMUNISTS ATTACK ANANDA MARGA HEAD- 

QUARTERS IN WEST BENGAL IN 1967 

When the Indian Marxists came to power in West Bengal in 
1967, they considered the Ananda Marga headquarters at 
Ananda Nagar in the Purulia district of West Bengal to be a 
threat to their power. SO 00 -March 5 they i.n.ci!ed bca! ruffians 
tc raid the Ananda Marga c~mpoim!,  killing 5 monks in :he 
presence of the police, who stood by silently and watched. The 
method of murder was remarkably similar to the Calcutta 
massacre. The sessions judge of Midnapore who heard the 
case exposed the political motivation of the incident and 
reprehended the administration for its negligence. He 
sentenced 18 persons, including certain Marxist officials of the 
West Bengal government, to long terms of imprisonment, 
including life, for conspiracy in the murderous attack. The 
judgement was later upheld by the High Court and the Supreme 
Court. 

However, the case could be brought to court only after the 
state communist government was dissolved and replaced by a 

- non-communist one. 

SPIRITUAL CONGREGATION ATTACKED 

Two years later, in August 1969, in Cooch Behar, a commu- 
.nist party stronghold in West Bengal, thousands of Ananda 
Marga members gathered for a spiritual congregation. The 
function was disrupted by a group of hired ruffians armed with 
.guns and explosives, who threw a home-made bomb through the 
-ventilator of the building in which the congregation had 
.gathered. One member of Ananda Marga was killed and 
.several others were wounded. But instead of apprehending the 
culprits, the poiice arrested the spiritual leader of Ananda 
Marga, P.K. Sarkar, and hundreds of his followers for "breach 
of peace". Ananda Marga filled a wrlt petition in the Supreme 
Court against the CPI-M government in West Bengal and, after 
hearing the police report that the incident was perpetrated by 



CPI-M ruffians, the Supreme Court quashed the case againstt 
the Matgiis. 

m. 

1 ne communists became seriously alarmed when Ananda* 
Marga sh,fted its headquarters in 1981 to Tiliala, on the out- 
skirts of Calcutta, another communist-dominated area, and 
started construction of an impressive complex of buildings.+ 
Thus for over a year the CPI-M has been spearheading a iocall 
movement against Ananda Marga. They have constantly 
harrassed the Margiis in an attempt to stall the construction, 
and often threatened the local labourers to frighten them off 
the job. To prevent trucks from carrying building materials. 
to the construction site, the police (at the behest of the CPI-M 
government) destroyed a culvert in the road leading to the 
jagrti complex and forcibly prevented its reconstruction. A few. 
days later, the approach road to the ashram was also blocked. 

Again Ananda Marga appealed to the courts for justice 
and the High Court of Calcutta ruled that the Margiis should 
be allowed to reconstruct the culvert and remove all obstacles. 
along the road, and that the police should not obstruct the- 
Margiis in any way (see court order). Even then, the police 
refused to comply with the court order, for which they were 
charged with contempt of court. Only after the contempt 
of court order was served to the Superintendent of Police- 
and the Secretary of Irrigation of West Bengal, could the- 
elver: fve ieeons~r3c:e~. 

ATTACK ON TILJALA COMPOUND, JANUARY 1,1982 

In spite of all efforts by the government to stop it, the- 
construction of the global headquarters proceeded at a remark- 
able pace until it was almost completed by January, 1952. Them 

' I h . B i l i @ ~ l s h . ~ s  thrw weka  after the 
mcation. 

Liberty I s  given to the p tit imer to 
re-bufld and/or mconatruct the ca lver t  tiad. 
,mrnove a l l  'the obqtruc t l o n ~  an the caid tm 

paths. In doing so, . the re~pondeots wlll not 
pPsbaCt the petitioners, 

Let a plain copy of this drder aignsd 
'b the Assistant Registrar(Cottrt) be given td 
&a learned Admate for t tw  pat l t ionon.  

Calcutta High Court order regarding culvert casc 



Phe commatrists made a desperate attempt to dislodge Ananda 
Margils from the compound by attacking it with lethal weapons 
.and bombs on January Ist, when they knew most members 
'were absent at a nearby spiritual gathering. 

Forcibly entering the jagrti compound, about 23 communist 
.thugs threw bombs and brutally assaulted the ashramites, 
!ransacked the office and destroyed and looted valuables, office 
$equipment and vehicles. Several Ananda Marga workers were 
seriously injured and had to be hospitalized. The Tiljala 
,police registered cases against the attackers (who included 
some of the alleged assailants of the April massacre) but never 
,pursued them. Until today no accused has been interrogated, 
.let alone arrested. No statement of the injured has been 
'recorded, nor was any evidence, such as the blood-stained 
do ths  or bomb splinters, taken by the police. 

The Hindustan Times reported (May 14), "Upset by the 
'incident and the reluctance o f ,  the police to prosecute the 
accused, the Aaand Marg had then sent representations and 
ltelegrams to the President, the Prime Minister, the West Bengal 
.governor and the Inspector-General of Police, drawing their 
.attention to the danger its members and followers were facing 
.and requesting them to provide protection to their lives and 
.property. There was no response from any quarter to these 
representations and telegrams. No one even visited the ashram 
t o  find out the truth about the allegations the Ananda Marga 
h a d  made." 

PREPARATION FOR THE MASSACRE 

lZ- I ---&L- f l D T - R N  L,...- -..lA-.-. +Lee----& 
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and extensive preparations for the April 30th incident. As early 
as February the local communist party leaders of the Kasba- 
Tiljala area organized a "citizens conference" against Ananda 

~ a r &  and circulated a leaflet throughout t h  arcs inviting 
people to attend. The leaflet read (English traqslati~n) : 

i "MAKE THE CITIZENS' CONFERENCE SKJCCESSFUL 
TO FRUSTRATE ATTEMPTS OF ANANDA MARGIIS 

I 
9 

TO CREATE CHAOS" 

Sat~rday 6 February st 5 P.M.. 

1 PLACE : ANANDA ARATI INSTITUTE HALL, PICNIC 
PARK 

"Sir & Madam :- 
The activities of the separatist forces in the whole of India,, 

particularly in the North East regions, hps assumed mena-. 
cing proportions. The reactionary forces in the society,. 
aided by foreign agencies, are bent on creating chaos and. 
disorder in the social and political life of the country. Ananda. 
Marga is one of these reactionary forces. Recently Ananda 
Marga has established a large centre at the junction between 
Tiljala and VIP Road, inhabited by people speaking diflerent 
languages and professing diflerent religions. These Ananda. 
Margiis are making unhealthy eflorts to create communal rifts, 
and spread terror among the common peogle of the locality,. 
behind the facade of so-called spirituality. 

"We think it is an imperative necessity to put up a united 
resistance against the attempts of the Asanda Marga to, 
create lawlessness, in the collective .interest of the common 
people, With this end in view, a convention. d right-thinking. 
people of all walks of life in the locality is going to be held 
at 5 p.m. on the coming 6 February at Ananda Arati Institute, 
Eaii. 

"We sincerely invite you all to attend thi,s conxention along 
with your friends. 

Signed : 

Mr. Sachin. Sen, M.L.A. ( Memben of Legislative 
Assembly from the Ballygunge-Tiliala area ), 



Mr. Somnath Chatterjee, Barrister at Law and M.P. 
( Member of Parliament ). 
Professor Satya Sadhan Chakraborty, M.P. 
Professor Satish Mitra, M.P. 
Ksudiram Bhattacharya, M.L.A. 
Gazjgadhar Naskar, M.L.A., etc. etc." 

About 155 names were included as signatories of the leaflet 
-all the local CPI-M political leaders of the area. 

The meeting was addressed by Mr. Sen, Mr. Chakraborty 
and several other Marxist leaders in fiery and vioIent language. 

Communist leader organize "citizens conference" Against 
Ananda Marga 

The entire proceedings of the meeting were reported, with 
pictures of the leaders, in bold letters in the CPI-M daily 
newspaper, Gana Shakti, on February 8 ( English translation ) : 

W n  last Saturday at Tiljala picnic garden Arati Hall, 
a convention was held which was attended by the 
citizens of Southeast Calcutta and its suburbs. 

Representatives of the labour, peasantry, middle 
class, intellectuals, teachers and also common people 
of the locality, appealed to the people in protest 
against the activities of the Ananda Marga. Sachin 
Sen, M.L.A., Ganesh Munshi, and Suntl Chakraborty 
took the" lead in framing the main resolution of the 
convention. A local CPI-M member traced the 

history of Ananda Marga in brief. He said, 'We 
should make an in-depth investigation how the terrorist 
activities of this anti-people organization began, and 
in which direction their present activities are bcing 
conducted. If their activities are allowed to cqntinue 
without any opposition, then a dreadful day may 
come, not only in West Bengal, but in all of India.. . 
What is necessary today 'is not only passive opposition 
but active resistance.' 

"The speakers at the convention made a fervent 
appeal to the people to build up an active resistance 
against. the Ananda Marga.. .this terrorist, separatist 
agent of imperializm. 

CAMPAIGN OF HATE & FEAR 

After. this meeting, a vigorous campaign of wall-writings 
and street-corner meetings was launched against Ananda 
Marga, broadcasting propaganda accusing Ananda Margiis of 

* being "child-lifters",. to create a fear psychosis among the 

ib iocai popuiation. A sianderous anti-tinanda Marga book 
published by Pramod Das Gupta, the Secretary of the 
Commnnist Party of West Bengal, was distributed everywhere. 
-** waii-writings appeared throughout the iocaiity : 

"Ananda Marga nipat jak-Death to Ananda Marga" and 
"Ananda' Marga kalo haath Bhenge Dao, Bhenge Dao-Ananda 
Margays Black   and-~reak It ! Break It ! " haflets  were 



.distributed all over to incite the people against the Ananda. 
Marga "threat", wa:ning parents that the Margii "child-Iifters" 
were at large. Anonymous menacing letters, supposedly from 
Margiis, were sent to various educational institutions through- 
out the area, threatening that harm would come to them if 
they did not hand over some of their children to Aoanda 

Communist wall writing : "Foil Ananda Marga's conspiracy 
to kill in the name of Dharma" . 

Marga. These letters so frightened some principals that they, 
closed their schools for an indefinite period. Other warning- 
letters were sent to teachers and parents, advising them to be 
alert against the Ananda Marga kidnappers. 

Thn ,nm..- m"l:"'r..." err -""" . .A-  :--- ---1 -- 
s uv brulyu ~f ~uarivlvuz- yl vycrfialtua ~uwCaar;u uiiiii, a week 

before the massacre, there were continuous announcements over. 
microphones throughout the locality by members of a CPI-M 
domin&ied cl.ub iG -r':t:-g- * I - - *  

I ~ya~cc ruar iiie Ananda iviargiis were out 
stealing children : "Children are being lifted-be careful". 

In fact, these allegations are completely baseless. All tbe 
children in the more than one thousand Ananda Marga 

chifdien's homes all over the world are legally adopted, with 
proper adoption papers, The homes are all government 
sanctioned, and indeed the Police Commissioner of Calcutta 
and the local district police superintendent have confirmed 
that there is no poiice report of any child-lifting by 
Ananda Margiis. 

Ananda Marga Children's home in In$ia 

In the words of the Ananda Bazar Patrika of May 3, 
"Runtours of child-lifting by Ananda Margiis were widespread 
in the Kasba aree preceding the Bijon Setu tragedy, though 
without any foundation. But neither the local police' nor the 
politicians took any effective measures to scotch these rumours 
to allay public misgivings. And this, in sp~te  of past experience. 
Rumours of child-lifting had often led to attacks on innocenO 
people who in some cases lost their lives. ]En the ICasba area, 



i t  seems, interested quarters with a grudge against the Ananda 
Margiis had deliberately raised the scare of child-lifting, which 
ultimately led to the inhuman and unthinkable orgy of violence 
a n  Bijon Setu." 

PREMONITION OF TRAGEDY 

On Bpri! 28, m!y  twa days behie  the miirbers, two Marga 
nuns with a small boy and girl were surrounded by a "goup of 

cxplain that the children were given to homes run by the 
Ananda Marga failed- They were beaten by the men when they 
refused to admit that they were child-lifters. Some members 
s f  the public intervened and took them to the local police 
statibh,' where they were detained under charges of child-lifting 
-despite their'producing valid adoption papers for the 

d .children. 

Seven Ananda Marga members who went to the police 
* 

station to inquire about the sisters' welfare were also beaten and 
arrested by the police on the orders of the local communist 
MLA ( Member of the Legislative Assembly ) Sachin Sen, who 
-was then sitting i n  the station. 

Didi (sistcr) with Children of her Children's home 

CPI-M men in the Kasba area and accused of having stolen 
the children they wen carrying wlth them. All their efforts t o  

By April 30, this well-planned and well-orchestrated campa- 
ign of hatred and fear had presumably created not only the 
'motive for the "mob frenzy" but also ensured that the local 
populace would be so intimidated by the propaganda that they 
would not defend the Ananda Marga victims in case of 
:attack. 

MOB FRENZY OR PREMEDITATED MURDER ?? 

The claims of the CPI-M government that the Ananda 
Margiis were done to death by a spontaneous mob fury against 
$heir "anti-social activities" are not only baseless but patently 
absurd. If popular vengeance was the eause, how can the 
f~!!owing he explained : 

(1) There are only two approach routes to the global 
headquarters of Ananda Marga at Tiljala, through Bijon Setu 
a n d  Bondel Road, and both were the sites of the massacres. How 
did the "mob fury" suddenly happen to erupt at three different 
locations at exactly these two places at exactly the same 
time ?? 



(2) If it were only a case of spontaneous mob frenzy, how 
did the "mob", on the streets to do their early morning market- 
ing, happen to be carrying the weapons of slaughter'? What 
Indian citizen goes to market with iron roads, bambod &affsi.' 

a .  . 
long daggers, and cans of petrol and matches ?? 

(3) If it was indeed an enraged mob attack, whywere: 
none of the taxis damaged at all ? This is contrary to mob  
psychology, which normally picks on vehicles as the first target. 
of attack. 

(4) How is it that the mob killed its victims in exactly the. 
same expert, systematic manner at three different locations ? 

No-it was not spontaneous public anger which committed 
this genocide. It was a clear case of cold-blooded, premedi- 
tated murder. 

The Hindustan Times of May 3 stated, "It. is evident from, 
' the fact that since three such incidents occurred in twos 

different locations on the same day, there was some prior 
plan to perpetrate these murders. What is truly horrifying. 
is that even women were shown no mercy ... It is quite 
possible that overzealous elements among the Marxists. 
exceeded their mandate of putting obstacles in the way of t h e  
Margiis by liquidating those they were able to waylay." 

POLICE APATHY.. .OR INVOLVEMENT 'I. 

And the most important question ... Where were the police ? ?' 
The massacre lasted for over one and a half hours, 'and the; 
poiice stations in both areas are only about a half kilometer 
away from the site. The police could have reached ttie murder 
site within seven minutes, but they did not turn:up until an 
hour after the killings. Where werethey ? ?. 

AtCalcutta newspaper, the Ananda Bazar Patrika, wrote on 
May 3, "The brutalities perpetrated on fifteen men and two 
women of Ananda Marga who were battered and burnt to 
death in full view of a large number of people who watched 
beipiessiy, and practically under the very nose of the police, are 
unprecedented not only in this city but anywhere else. 

* 
"This 'mob frenzy' was by no means a sudden or spontarleous 

*outburst. The gruesome incidents took place simultaneously at 
' a number of places in the same area, and those who took the 
Beading part in the barbarous assault came well-prepared with 
iron rods, stonesand petrol. The Chief Secretary, Mr. A. K. 
Sen, has seen a "set pattern in the incidents". In other words, 
he has indirectly admitted that the whole thing was a preplanned 
and organized conspiracy. But it cannot be said that the police 
were taken unawares. The Chief Minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, 
has not said a word .on the failure of the police to take 
precautionary measures, though they should have been fully 
aware of the growing tension. The governor has asked the 
state government-whichis something very unusual-to take 
adequate steps against the "recurrence of such ghastly incidents 
i n  the state". The failure of police and intelligence personnel 
,has come under severe criticism." 

The Hindustan Times reported on May 15, "The gruesome 
and broad daylight murder of 17 Ananda Margiis in the Kasba, 
which shocked ihe entire nation, could have been prevented had 
the senior police officials taken precautionary steps to control 

C 

I 
the violent confrontation that had been developing between 

f some local leaders and Ananda Marga workers for several 
!! months. The police did not take any step, despite having been 

rqeatedly informed about the situation. 

%his has led many residents of the Kasba and Tiljala areas 
LO belie& that the police were either too weak and unprepared 
t o  check the confrontation, or avoided taking notice of the 



j 

matter as some ruling party leaders were directly involved in it, 
In either case, some residents say, it is futile for anyone to 
depend on the police for protection for his life and property 
threatened by some goonda ( anti-social ) elements." 

"The incident ( of attack on the two sisters on April 25 ) 
alone should have alerted the pn!icp. to the pmsibility ef a 6 

violent attack on the Ananda Margiis. Had police parties been 
posted in the Kasba area and on the two roads used by the 
Ananda Margiis to reach their global ashram in Tiljala, the 
tragedy of April 30 might have been avertedi It is stLange tha€ 
this blatant failure of the police has not yet been inquired into 
by the Inspector General of Police, West Bengal, nor has any 
.action been taken against the erring officials. 

"When this correspondent asked the police why no precaub- 
ionary steps were taken when they knew of the increasing tension 
in the area, one senior police o5cial admitted that such precau- 
tionary steps should have been taken, but said "they often 
amain  on paper.'' He argued strangely that in the kind of 
atmosphere that had developed in the Kasba are , the April 30 
tragedy was both "unavoidable and inevitable-whether or not 
the police were alert." 

FURTHER POLICE DELAY 

L 
And another question remains unanswered : Why did the 

police delay so long in arresting the sespeets ? 

The local residents said that the perpetrators of thecriine did 
not live in the immediate area ; if the police had cordoned off the 
entire area-standard procedure in incidents of such excessive 

violence-they could have easily detected any suspicious nom 
-residents and identified the culprits. But the first arrests 
were made only TWELVE HOURS after the incident-only 
after the press and media had strongly condemned the 
incident -giving the real murderers ample time to escape. 

An investigative article in the hiinciustan Times [May 14) ,. 
states, "The gruesome murder of 17 Ananda Marga monks near- 
the Kasba and Tiljala localities was allegedly planned: 
and carried out by a local tough named "Michikey" Bablu and 
some of his associates. The police know about the criminals. 
but have not yet been able to take them into custody. 

"Some eyewitnesses to the April 30 murders' say these: 
criminals are often seen moving freely in the Kasba market. 
But when asked why they have not been arrested the police say 
they are not traceable and have been put on the list oiF 
'absconders'. 

"Bablu, a slim, short man in his late twenties, was arrested 
in connection with some murders when the Congress Party was 
in power in 1969. Soon this party was replaced by the CPI-M, 
which released him. He was later appointed secretary of the 
local committee of the CPI-M. He is alleged to be very close 
to  the Marxist MLA from BaHygungg (~ac'hin Sen). 

"The CPI-M workers have been viewing with considerable: 
alarm the growth of Ananda Marga, which is considered a. 
threat to the CPI-M in West Bengal in both organizational and 
ideological terms. About a dozen of those who have beem 
arrested are CPI-M workers of the Kasba area. 

"The hand of any outside political agency in the ghastly 
murders is ruled out by both the Kasba people and the CID offi- 



cials. The eyewitnesses say that the theory that the crinte might 
have been committee by someoutsiders is "absurd". No outsider 
can dare enter the area to do something that may affect the 
supremacy of the local CPI-M leaders. These leaders would have 
brought the heavens down had the Congress-I (Indira Gandhi's 
party) or any other group been responsible for the crime. 
Mr. Subhrata Mukherjee, a local Congress-I leader, said, "I 8 

would have been immediately arrested had my party been even 
remotely connected with the carnage." 

*' CID investigation has established that there was a 
-'patternw behind the killings : Pokaro, maaro, aur jalao 
(catch, beat up and burn.) It is learnt that the killers perhaps 
did not want to finish ofT so many Ananda Margiis. They 
were waiting for some important Ananda Marga monks, in- 
duding the General Secretary and the private secretary 
to the Anandir Marga chief. The attack was planned for 
early in the day because every morning these important persons 
used to go to the Tiljala ashram from their office in Jodhpur 
Park. That fateful day also they had gone to Tiljala, but 

'about half an hour before the killers had collected. It was 
rgerhaps a narrow escape for them. 
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"'The CID investigation has also led them to believe that 
i t  was wrong to claim, as was done ic the begiming, that the 
Ananda Marga monks had been lynched by an angry mob b 

That believed them to be child-lifters. (The charge of chiid- 
lifting had been made repeatedly in the last one month to whip 
up public sentiment against the Bnanda Marga.) E 

"When the monks were dragged out of the tams, only 30-40 
yersons had taken an active part in their killings in three 
difTerent places. Some anti-social elements had lent a helping 
hand. Terrorized by the scene, the peopIe had only help- 

les$ly.look& on. 31 fact;s~naerncnibers of the public helped 
a few monks escape almost certain death."" 

.ANdNDA,MARGA'S FOUR DEMANDS 

The Hindustan .Times reported (May 14), "The eyewitnesses 
a0 the brutal crime are so .scared that they avoid even talking 
about it. They say that the Kasba .police are so much under 
ithe influence of the .local committee of the CPI-M that no one 
tcan expect their protection against the committee members. 
They will not be surprised if the same persons who had per- 
getrated .the crime on April -30th repeat i t  any day. ''No 
.one.will ever &re 20 intmvene," said one eyewitness. 

What is to pmrent this ghastly crime from being repeated- 
aertainly .not the police, nor the fear-ridden populace. The 
State Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu, himself continues to incite the 
anti-social elements against Ananda Marga by his provocative 
statements to the ,press.: "If Sachin Sen (the local communist 

*The CPI-M defends itself .that they would not have been 
so.foo1ish as .to commit such an atrocity so soon before the 
state elections, which lhey were .expecting to win. But in fact, 
some of the CPI-M officials wereso impatient to take action 
against Ananda Marga that lhey chose this time, just before 
.the elections, with the added .intention of creating an atmos- 
 here of fear to further intimidate any political opposition= 
IIn Indian politics, acts of violent vengeance are often per- 
getrated at a time of politiCal confusion-such as immediately 
&fore an election--when .the blame can easily be placed on 
*other .pasties 



Thus Ananda Marga has placed four demands before the: 
Prime Minister of India : 

(1) The appoiritment of an independent judicid enquiry 
commission by the Centrai Government. 

(2) The immediate dissolution of the West Bengal Sta te  
Government. 

(3) The arrest of the real culprits, including men of power- 
. like MLA Sachin Sen. 

(4) Adequate protection for the life and property of' 
Aoanda Marga in Calcutta, aml.througbont West Bengrrl.. 

WHY AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL CO.MMISSION ? 

Mr. Jyoti Basu, the Chief Minister, has appointed a state- 
inquiry commission to investigate the tragedy.. Bnt it is widely 
known that the communist government fears Ananda Marga a s  
a growing challenge throughout the State, both organizationally. 
and ideologically. Can justice really be expected from those- 
who themselves masterminded the massacr6, in a well-planned 
and systematic campaign to annihilate the spirituai movement 
from West Bengal ? 

After the Ananda Nagar incident in 1967, the CPI-M state 
government appointed a judicial commission to investigate the 
murders. But this impotent commission was dissolved by the. 
government after only one sitting, before they could even fina-- 
lize their findings. What is to prevent the government from 
repeating this strategy again ? 

The Chief Minister has used delaying tactics at every step- 
af the inquiry procedure, and finally, appointed a justice only 
after persistent pressure from all sectors of the outraged.. 
populace. 

Since the activities of the CPI-M party and Chief Minister 
a* not above slsspi~ioni Ananda Marga will not accept any 
judicial commission instituted by it, and demands that a n  
independent judicial commission be appointed to determine the 
truth and punish the real culprits-though they may be sitting 
on the thrones of political power. 



The CPI-M Government is becoming increasingly worried 
about the growing popular sympathy and support for the 
Ananda Margiis, and thus they are trying to silence their voice 
do the public. 

During the funeral procession for the victims, weeping 
spectators clutched the hands of the mourning Margiis, 
beseeching them to stop and tell them' what had really happened. 
But the police, directed by the communist party, roughly pushed 
the Margiis forward and threatened them with arrest if they 

.even spoke a word because, they said, "This is a silent funeral 
procession." 

At the condolence meeting following the funeral, police 
-wielding heavy bamboo staffs, charged the Margiis, injuring 
60 persons, including several women. 250 Marga members 
,were arrested, and the ~rganization was refused permission to 
hold any further condolence meetings by the West Bengal 
,Government. 

As the Hindustan Times reported, the eyewitnesses were 
too frightened to even speak about the incident. In such an 
atmosphere of repressive terror, can one imagine that any 
independent witness will be able-or have the courage-to 
depose in Ananda Marga's favour ? 

Thus the demand for the dissolutinn nf the St& gnvernnect 
is not a political but a judicial one. As in Ananda Nagar and 
Cooch Behar, we can expect justice only after the communist 
government is removed from power, and a free and democratic 
atmosphere is restored in West Bengal. 



INTERVENTIOK-NOW 5 i 
I 

We, the members .of -4nanda Marga, call upon the Prime 
Minister of India to  intervene and prevent the further loss of 
innocent lives and the further shame to the Indian nation as 
 he harbourer of such beastly criminals. 

iiii the righteous peopie of the worid have viewed with 
outrage the Calcutta tragedy as one of the cruelest and most 
fieinous crimes of the present day. 

1 

We demand intervention now-before it is too late. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Send telegrams or  l e t t e r s  of support 
f o r  our'demands t o :  

Prime Minister  Ind i ra  Gandhi 
1 Safadar Jng. Rd, 
New Delhi,  India 

Governor of West Bengal 
S e c r e t a r i a t  
Calcutta ,  West Bengal 
India 

Indian Ambassador 
Indian Embassy 
2107 Massachusetts Ave, NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Amnesty In te rna t iona l  
304 w, 48th st,  
New York, NY 10019 

In te rna t iona l  Commission 
of J u r i s t s  
777 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 

ANANDA MARGA 
854 PEARL ST. 
DENVER, C O  80203 
U.S.A. 


