"A firm foundation will have to be created which will
support humanity to face all group conflicts. What is
that firm foundation? It is the realisation that all the
creatures which have come into this world want to survive,
Thus we must make arrangements for the food, clothes,
education, shelter and medical treatment of each and
every individual, so that all can become assets to the
earth. We must provide them with the inexhaustible
resources for their forward movement towards their spiritual
goal.
Today the majority of people are in darkness. That
is why you will have to carry the collectivity with you,
because the collectivity is yours. The collectivity is not
outside you-your
future is, inseparably connected with
the collective fortune. You must take the entire collectivity with you and move towards the sweetest radiance
of the new crimson dawn, beyond the veil of the darkest
night."
P. R. SAIIKAR

Published by Ananda Marga Pracaraka Samgha (Central),
Tiljala, Calcutta-39. Printed at Ananda Press, Eowrah.
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THE CALCUTTA TRAGEDY

Early in the morning of April 30th, groups of monks and
mum of the socio-spiritual organization, Ananda Marga
started from various destinations towaids Tiijaia, a suburb
of Calcutta. They were all Principals of Ananda Marga
kindergartens and primary schools, and Superintendents of
In.---.A n g n A ~iwlalga
orphanages from ail over India, assembling at
their global headquarters in Tiljala to at tend an educational
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training camp. As they proczeded towards Tiljala they had
to cross the railroad tracks in either one of two places, a;
ahere are only two routes of access lo t h l t m l t l s r ; n m uIua ,
either by Ballygunge bridge or by Bonddl gate (see map).
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One of the Margiis was Didi Ananda Praceta, a sweeh
and ever-smiling nun running the Calcutta orphanage. Whew
she reached the Ballygunge railway crossing at about 7.0@
A.M. with several other Didis (sisters) and children from
their orphanages, she decided to let them go ahead to the
camp while she remained in the market to collect some vegehome, &cause since she ~
d be bZiJay
tables fol
the children for two weeks, she wanted to leave them with
sufficient supplies. As she moved through the market,
suddenly a crowd of men surrounded her. Shouting,
"Child-stealer ! Child-stealer ! Kill ! Kill !", they ripped
off her clothes and threw her down on the ground. They
blinded her with acid, and with long knives they gouged ottbher eye and beat her repeatedly on the head with iron rods.
They mutilated her body and poured gasoline over her, a n d
burnt her alive (see cover photo ).
While her naked body was smoking on the railway tracksbelow, two taxis carrying monks coming from the Jodhpur
Park office of Ananda Marga were crossing the Bijon Setu
(railyay)' bridge over the tracks. When the taxis reached near the end of the bridge, a group of men stopped the cars,
dragged all the occupants out, and threw all their belongings
on the ground. Shouting in the sanie way, "Child-thief !
Kill ! Kill !" they first stunned the monks by beating them
on the temples with bricks, iron rods and lathis (bamboo
staffs). Then they smashed lightbulbs filled with acid o a
their faces, instantly blinding them. They pounded their
faces with stones and iron rods and stabbed them repeatedly
in the neck, heart and stomach. They flung them face down
on the ground and smashed their faces again and again.
against the cement, which soon became covered with blood.
Then they poured gasoline over their clothes and burnt them.
alive. Scores of people stood By, silently witnessing-the:.
massacre.
The local police arrived on the scene more than
t w o hours later, although the poiic station is only
'
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a half-kilometer from the Bijon Setu bridge.

They
fired three rounds to disperse the crowd but by that time,
nine monks lay dead on the bridge and on the railway
tracks below.

Almost simultaneously, one kilometer down the railway
tracks, at a crossing called Bondal gate-the
only other
possible approach to the Ananda Marga ashram at Tiljalathe same ghastly scene was taking place. There, three taxis
from Howrah railway station-.two carrying Ananda Marga
monks and the third carrying nine nuns and children-were
crossing the tracks when a group of men surrounded them,
pu!!eb them out of their taxis, a i d started bcating them. The
nine niins and girls were also dragged our; their ciothes were
torn and they were repeatedly beaten on the face with iron
rods and kicked and punched by the group of men. Finally,
senseless, they were flung into a heap on the ground and
petrol was ponred oiier their bodies to burn them alive.

Smoke was billowing from their burning corpses. The
bridge and the railway tracks were splattered with blood and

Just at the moment a group of police arrived and fired
two rounds and rescued the women and the first taxi-but
meanwhile the crowd had seized the third taxi and taken the
occupants to a nearby railway shed where,in exactly the same
systematic method as on the bridge, they brutally murdered
their victims: one assailant, armed with an iron rod, bamboo
-staff or brick, would batter his victim on the temple to stun
him; a second would smash a bulb of acid in his face toblind him. The third, carrying a long knife, would pluck out
his eyes, while a fourth would stab him in the neck, chest or
stomach. A fifth, carrying a tin of gasoline or kerosine,
would pour this on their clothes-sometimes using their own
saffron robes to cover their faces-and a sixth, with matches,
would set them afire to burn them alive.

O n e of the Margii sisters beaten in the attack,
after her release from the Hospital.

Four monks died on the spot, and four others died in
the hospital later.

littered with smoking saffron robes, charred booklets and
-.
sandals. Pools of blood stained the earth, marking the g(
places where they had been-kiiied. The faces of the corpses fr
- C
were deformed and mutilated, their limbs charred, their heads
and bodies criss-crossed with ugly knife-cuts: and their
ciothes shorn OK.
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One of the monks had escaped from the nlurderous attack
and ran to some distance where he found four local .railwGy
poliee ( carrying guns ) standing. He pleaded with them tp
s a w his brothers being burnt and beaten to death, but they
merely said, "Kicchu babe na, kicchu habe na-nothing will
happen, nothing will happenyy,and pasri~elywitnessed the
5

%tes (communist terrorists)indulged in the brutal annihilation
-of their class enemies, West Bengal had not witnessed such a
zghistiy crime (The Patriot, May 11, 1982)."

whole scene. When they finally took him to the pdice
station, he found some of the police there distributing
sweets. They were laughing and offered him some. By
Indian custom, sweets are distributed to celebrate an
auspicious event.

Calling it "the C a l c ~ ~ ttragedy",
ta
The Indian Express
(May 3) said the incident was something "so horrifying that
--- --=--A,-:- A n o r \ n ; r X ~ L P Vthe
P c n ~ ~ n f r w headings'
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Never had the city of Calcutta witnessed such inhuman
violence, such a brutal and systemamic massacre spread
over o n e and a half hours at three different areas, without
any police intervention. In all, seventeen Ananda Margiis
were killed-1 5 monks and two nuns-and fourteen others
were severely wounded and taken to hospitals.
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The Times of India, in an editorial (May 4), called it
"'shncl.ing beyond words" and said, "no one can deny that
-our society is a violent one or that it is becoming more, not
-!ess, so ...Nevertheless, the Calcutta killings will shake up the
:most jaded sensibilities".
I
i

''TOO S H O C K I N G FOR WORDS"

---.

Who could have perpetrated this horrifying blood bath-"
a n d why ???

The local populace and media strongly condemned the
torture and murder of the innocent missionaries. "It crossed
COMMUNIST BRUTALITY

the meanest form of beastliness. Even during the worst days

a- -

Brutality on such a scale in broad daylight, in the close
-vicinity and in some cases under the very eyes of the policecould only have been possible when the perpetrators enjoyed
the protection of the police and indeed, the local government
i t self.
In contrast to the outpourings of public sympathy, the
Communist-led Government of West Bengal has been stran.gely apathetic about the murders. The Chief Minister, Jyoti
Basu, who lives only one kilometer from the scene of the
massacre, did not even bother to visit the site nor make any
iinquiry- On his way to an election meeting in Darjeeling
a d y a few hours after the massacre, he continued his tour
programme as if' nvthing had happened and iiiereiji remarked
perhnctorily a t the airport before his departure that the
incident was an "isolated one" and "had no political
s~gnificance". Later he insisted that the murders were spon~taneously committed by a frenzied mob, outraged at the

child-lifting of the Margiis, who had been stealing chi!dre~
for their children's homes. He did not depute any of his
police to visit the scene or investigate the ghastly crime,

ahus it has been opposed and harrassed in India by the
( Communist Party of India-Marxist ) in the
same way that the Jews are harrassed in Russia, or the
Tibetans in China.

C P I-M

In fact, the incident is NOT an "isolated one"-and i t
has great "political significance". The charges of Ananda
Marga c!?i!c!-!iftifig and mob freiizji are Goth baseless iies
concocted by the C P I-M ( Communist Party of India
-vI larxist
j to conceai the truth-that the orgy of violence
was a carefully planned and thoroughly organized
attempt to wipe out the Ananda Marga leadership,.
planned and prepared for months in advance, by t h e
communist party high command. It was the latest in a.

iong series of attacks by the communists on Ananda Marga.
in West Bengal.

WHY COMMUNISTS FEAR THE "THREAT" OF
ANANDA MARGA
Ananda Marga is a rapidly expanding socio-spirituag
movement to develop one's all individual potentialities, a n d
at the same time to liberate society from all economic and.
psychic exploitation. Started in a small town on the border.
of Bengal and Bihar in 1955, it has since grown into a huge
%yorld-wide organization with branches in every corner of'
Indid and in literally every country on earth. By organizing multifarious social service activities such as children3
homes, schools for poor children, cheap kitchens, relief'
work. homes for the aged, and social and cultural institutions, Ananda Marga has rapidly gained the support o f
both intellectuals and masses wherever it has spread. With
its inspiration for social change based on spirituality and:
moraiism, ~ n a n d a Marga's dynamic alternative to both
capitalism and communism has attracted millions t o the
movement, and seriously undermined the communist par ties
in India. Ananda Marga's spiritual outlook runs counter
to the materialist dogmas of the Indian communists, an&
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COMMUNISTS ATTACKED ANANDA MARGA HEADQUARTERS IN WEST BENGAL IN 19h7
When the Indian ~ a r x i s t came
s
to power in West BengaI
i n 1967, they considered the Ananda Marga headquarters at
Ananda Nagar in the Purulia district of West Bengal to be a
3hreat to their power, So on March 5 they incited local.
m B a n s to raid the Ananda Marga compound, killing 5
monks in the presence of the police, who stood by silently
.and watched. The method of murder was remarkably similar
to the Calcutta massacre. The sessions judge of Midnapore
who heard the case exposed the political motivation of the
incident and reprehended the administration for its negligence.
He sentenced 18 persons, including certain Marxist officials
af the West Bengal government, to long terms of imprisonment, including life, for conspiracy in the murderous attack.
The judgement was later upheld by the High Court and the
Supreme Court.
However, the case could be brought to court only after
-the state communist government was dissolved and replaced
b y a non-communist one.
SPIRITUAL CONGREGATION ATTACKED
Two years later, in August 19,669, in Cooch Behar, a
-communist party stronghold in West Bengal, thousands o f
Ananda Marga members gathered for a spiritual congregation.
'The function was disrupted by a group of hired ruffians
armed with guns and explosives, who threw a home-mnde
bomb through the ventilator of bulding in which the codgregation had gathered. One member of Ananda Marga was

killed and several others were wounded. But instead of
apprehending the culprits, the police arrested the spirituab
leader of Ananda Marga, P.R. Sakar, and hundreds of his
followers for "breach of peace". Ananda Marga filed a w i t
petition in the Supreme Court against the CPI-M government
in West Rengal and, after hearing the police report that the
incident was perpetrated by CPI-M ruffians, the Supreme
Coiirt cjiiasheb the case a g a i ~ s tthe Margiis.
POLICE REPORT ON COOCHBEHAR CASE
C. R. Case No. 418 of 1969

Fina! report under section 173, C. R. P. C. District
Coochbehar, final Report No. 569, dated 16-10-70
Police Station Kotwali.
"The complainant and the local people misunderstood
them to be armed Sadhus bent upon creating disturbances
in the name of religion.
Moreover, sonie CPM leaders misled and misguided the
mob that the Sadhus were the spy of C . I. A. and their
holding religious meeting would be detrimental to the
Society. This manceuvring with ulterior motive led the
whole thing to such a chaos that it served the purpose of the
so-called CPM leaders,"
CONSTRUCTION OF GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS
OBSTRUCTED
The communists became seriously alarmed when Ananda
Marga shifted its headquarters in 1981 to Tiljala, on the outskirts of Calcutta, another communist-dominated area, and
started construction of an impressive complex of buildings.
Thus for over a year the CPI-M has been spearheading a
local movement against Ananda Marga. They have constantly harrassed the Margiis in an attempt to stall the construction, and often threatened the losal labourers t~ frighten

Calcutta High Court order regarding culvert case

them off the job. To prevent trucks from carrying building
materials to the construction site, the police (at the behest of
the CPI-M government) destroyed a culvert in the road leading to the jagrti complex and forcibly prevented its recons. truction. A few days later, the approach road to the ashram
.-v--
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Again Ananda Marga appealed to the courts for justice
and the High Court of Calcutta ruled that the Margiis should
be allowed to reconstruct the culvert and remove all obstacles
along the road, and that the police should not obstruct the
Margiis in any way (see court order). Even then, the police
- - with the court order, for which they were
~efusedto comply
charged with contempt of court. Only after the contempt
of court order was served to the Superintendent of Police
and the Secretary of Irrigation of West Bengal, could the
culvert be reconstructed.
,ATTACK ON TILJALA COMPOUND, JANUARY I , I982
In spite of all efforts by the government to stop it, the
construction of the global headquarters proceeded at a
remarkable pace until it was almost completed by January,
1982. Then the communists made a desperate attempt to
dislodge Ananda Margiis from the compound by attacking it
with lethal weapons and bombs on January lst, when they
knew most members were absent at a nearby spiritual
gathering.
Forcibly entering the jagrti compound, about 23 communist thugs threw bombs and brutally assaulted the ashramites, r2fisacked the office and destroyed and looted valuables,
ofice equipment and vehicles. Several Ananda Marga
workers were seriously injured and had to be hospitalized.
The FJ$!n pn!ire registered cases against the attackers (who
included some of the alleged assailants of the April massacre)
but never pursued them. Until today no accused has been

interrogated, let alone arrested. No statement of the injured
has been recorded, nor was any evidence, such as the bloodstained cloths or bomb splinters, taken by the police.
The Hindustan Times reported (May 14), "Upest by the
incident and the reluctance of the police to prosecute the
accused, t h e Ananda Marg had then sent representations and
telegrams to the President, the Prime Minister, the West
Bengd governor and ilie Inspector-General of Police, drawing
iheir attentioii ~o ihe danger its members and fo^ollowerswere
facing and reqeusting them to provide protection to their li es
and property. There was no response from any quarter to
these representations and telegrams. No one even visited the
ashram to 6nd out the truth about the ailegarions the
Ananda Marga had made".
PREPARATION FOR THE MASSACRE
For several months the CPI-M have been making through
and extensive preparations for the April 30th incident. As
early as February the local comn~unistparty leaders of the
Kasba-Tiljala area organized a "citizens conference" against .
Ananda Marga and circulated a leaflet throughout the area
inviting people to attend.
The leaflet read ( English
translation ) :
"MAKE T H E CITIZENS' CONFERENCE
SUCCESSFUL TO FRUSTRATE ATTEMPTS O F
A N A N D A MARGllS T O CREATE CHAOS"

Saturday 6 February a t 5 P . M .

PLACE : ANANDA ARATI INSTITUTE HALL, PICNIC
PARE;
"Sir & Madam :TL
I U G aciiviiies of ihr: srparaiisi I'urceb in ihe whoie of
A

India, particularly in the North East regions, have assumed
13

menacing proportions. The reactionary forces in the society,
aided by foreign agencies, are bent on creating chaos and disorder in the social and political life of the country. Ananda
Marga is one of t h e ~ ereactionary forces. Recently Ananda
Marga has established a large centre at the junction between
Tiljala and VIP Road, inhabited by people speaking different
language and professing different religions. Tnese Ananda
Margiis are making unhealthy efforts to creae communal rifts
and spread terror among the common people of- the locality,
behind the facade of so-called spirituality.

gict~~res
of the leaders, in bold letters in the CPI-M daily
newspaper,Gana Shakti' on February 8 (Euglish translation):

"We think it is an imperative necessity to put up a united
resistance against the attempts of the Ananda Marga to
create lawlessness, in the collective Interest of the comiiion
people. With this end in view, a convention of right-thinking
people of all walks of life in the locality is going to be held
at 5 p.m. on the coming 6 February at Ananda Arati Institue
Hall.
"We sincerely invite you all to attend this convention
along with your friends.
Signed :
Mr. Sachin Sen, M.L.A. (Member of Legislative
Assembly from the Ballygunge-Tiljala area)
Mr. Somnath Chatterjee, Barrister at law and M.P.
( Member of Parliament ).
Professor Satya Sadhan Chakraborty, M.P.
Professor Satish Mitra, M.P.
Kshudiram Bhattacharya, M.L.A.
Gangadhar Naskar, M.L.A., etc, etc."
About 155 names were included as signatories of the
ieaiiet-aii the iocai CFi-M poiiticai jeaders of the area.
The meeting was addressed by Mr. Sen, Mr. Chakraborty
and several other Marxist leaders in fiery and violent language.
The entire proceedings of the meeting were reported, with

communist leaders organize "citizens conference" Againsf
Ananda Marga

-
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"On last Saturday at Tiljala picnic garden Arati Hall,
a convention was held which was attended by the
citizens of Southeast Calcutta and its suburbs.
Representatives of the labour, peasantry, middle
class, inteliectuals, teachers and also common people
of the locality, appealed to the people in protest
against the activities of the Ananda Marga. Sachin
Sen, M.L.A., Ganesh Munshi, and Sunil Chakraborty
took the lead in framing the main resolution of thg
convention. A local CPI-M inember traced the
history of Ananda Marga in brief. He said, 'We
should make an in-depth investigation how the
terrorist activities of this anti-people organization
.began, and in which direction their present activities
are being conducted. If their activities are allowed t o
continue without any opposition, then a dreadful day

"Ananda Marga nipat jak-Death
t o Ananda Marga"
andalAnanda Marger kafo haath bhenge dao-Ananda
Marga's Black Hand-Break i t ! Break it !" Leaflets

may come, not only in West Bengal, but in all 0%
India.. ....What is necessary today is not only passive
opposition but active resistance.'
"The speakers at the convention made a fervent
appeal to the people to build up and active resistance
against the Aanada Marga.. .this terrorist, separatist
agent of imperia!irm."

were distributed all over to incite the people against t h e
Ananda Marga "threat", warning parents that the Margii
"child-lifters" were at'large. Anonymous menacing letters,
supposedly from Margiis, were sent to various ~dfictitiona!
institutions throughout the area, threatening that harm
\xlor?!d come to them if they did not hand over some of their
chilbreli to Anand Marga. Thest: letters so frightened some
principals that they closed their schools for an indefinite
period. Other warning letters were sent to teachers and
parents, advising them to be alert against the Ananda Marga.
kidnappers.

CA-MPAIGN OF' HATE & FEAR
After this meeting, a vigorous campaign of wallwritings and street-corner meeeings was launched against
Ananda Marga, broadcasting propaganda accusing Ananda.
Margiis of being "child-lifters", to -create a fear psychosis
among the local population. A slanderous anti-Ananda
Marga book published by Pramod Das Gupta, the Secretary

'

Communist wall writing : "Foil Ananda Marga's conspiracy
to kill in the name of Dharma"

Ananda M a i g ~Children's hoiiie in !iidi:

of the Communist Party of West Bengal, was distributed
everywhere.
Wall-writings appeared throughout t h e
locality :

The tempo of malicious propaganda increased until, a
week before the massacre. there were continuous announcements over microphones throughout the locality by members

,
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of a CPI-M dominated club in Tiljala that the Ananda
Margiis were out stealing children: "Children are being lifted
-be careful".

In fact, these allegations are completely baseless. Alf
the children in the more than one thousand Ananda Marga
children's homes all over the world are legally adopted,
with proper adoption papers.
Many patents eageriy
give their children to the dedicated monks and nuns of
Ananda Marga to be raised and educated in a loving
spiritual environment. The homes are all well managed
and indeed the P o l i ~ ecommissioner of Calcutta and the
local district police superintendent have confirmed that
there is no police report of any child-lifting by Ananda
Margiis.
In the words of the Anand& Bazar ~ a f r k a 'of May 3,
"Rumours of child-lifting by Ananda Margiis were widespread in the Kasba area preceding the Bijon Setu tragedy,
though without any foundation. But neither the local police
nor the politicians took any effective measures to scotch these
rumours to allay public misgiving. And this, in sp-ite of
past experience. Rumours of child-lifting had often led
to attacks on innocent people who in some cases lost their
lives. In the Kasba area, it seems, interested parties with
a grudge against the Anarida Margiis had deliberately raised
the scare of child-lifting, which ultimately led to the
inhuman and unthinkable orgy of violence on Bijon Setu."
PREMONITION O F TRAGEDY
On April 28, only two days before the murders, two
Marga nuns with a small boy and a girl were surrounded by
a group of CPI-M men in the Kasba area and accused of
having stolen the children they were carrying with them.
All their efforts to explain that the children were given
by their parents to homes run by the Ananda Marga
failed. They were beaten by the men when they refused

to admit that they wzre child-lifters. Some members of
the. public intervened and took them to the local police
station, where they were detained under charges of childlifting-despite their producing valid adoption papers for the
children.
Seven Anada Marga members who went to the police
station to inquire about the sisters' welfare were also beaten
and arrested by the police at the suggestion of the local
communist M L A ( Member of the Legislative Assembly )
Sachin Sen, who was then sitting in the station.
By April 30, this well-planned and well-orchestrated
campaign of harted and fear had presumably created not
oniy rhe motive for the "mob frenzy" but also ensured that
the l o y l populace would be so intimidated by the propaganda that they would not defend the Ananda Marga
victims in case of attack.

MOB FRENZY OR PREMEDITATED MURDER ??
The claims of the CPI-M government that the Ananda
Margiis were done to death by a spontaneous mob fury
against their "anti-social activities" are not only baseless but
patently absurd. If popular vengeance was the cause, how
can the following be explained :
(1) There are only two approach routes to the global
headquarter.^ of Ananda Marga at Tiljala, through Bijon

Setu and Bondel Road, and both were the sites of the
massacres. How did the "mob fury" suddenly happen to
erupt at three different locations at exactly these two places
at exacijy; the same time ??
(2) If it were only a case of spontaneous mob frenzy,
how did the 'mob', on the streets who do their early morning
marketing, happen to be carrying the weapons of slaughter ?

What Indian citizen goes to market with iron roads, bamboo
staffs, long daggers, and cans of petrol and matches ??

(3) If it was indeed an enraged mob attack, why
were none of the taxis damaged at all ? This is contrary to
mob psychology which normally picks on vehicles as the
first target of attack.
(4) How is it that the mob killed its victims in exactly
the same expert, systematic manner at three different
locations ?

No-it was not spontaneous public anger which committed this genocide. It was a clear case of cold-blooded,
premeditated murder.
The Hindustan Times of May 3 stated, "It is evident
from the fact that since three such incidents occurred in two
different locations on the same day, there was some prior
plan to perpetrate these murders. What is truely horrifying.
is that even women were shown no mercy ...I t is quite
possible that overzealous elements among the Marxists
exceeded their mandate of putting obstacles in the way of the
Margiis by liquidating those they were able to waylay."

t o death in full view of a large number of people who
watched helplessly. and practically under the very nose of the
of,the police, are unprecedented not only in this city but
anywhere else.
'.This 'mob frenzy' was by no means a sudden or
apx:eneous cutburst. T3e gruesome incidents took place
simultaneously at a number of places in the same area, and
-.
those who took the ieading part in the barbarous assairit
came weli-prepared with iron rods, stones and petroi. 1 lle
Chief Secretary, Mr. A. K. sen, has seen a "set pattern in the
incidents". In other words, he has indirectly admitted that
the whole thing was a preplanned and organized conspiracy.
But it cannot be said that the police were taken unawares.
The Chief Minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, has not said a word on
the failure of the police to take precautionary measures,
though they should have been fully aware of the growing
tension, The governor has asked the state government(which is something very unusual-to take adequate steps
against the "recurrence of such ghastly incidents in the
state". The failure of police and intelligence personnel has
come under severe criticism."

'
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The Hindustan Times reported on 15, "The gruesome

And the most important question.. .W here were the
The massacre lasted for over one and a half hours,
and the police stations in both areas are only about a half
kilometer away from the site. The police could have
police ?

reached the murder sites within seven minutes, but
they did not turn up until an hour after the killings.
W h e r e were they ??

A Calcutta newspaper, the Ananda Bazar Patrika, wrote
1, "The hrutz!ities perp~trat~d
n s fifteen men and
two women of Ananda Marga who _werebattered and burnt
nn Mky

and broad daylight murder of 17 Atanda Margiis in the
Kasba, which shocked the entire nation, could have been
prevented had the senior police officials taken precautionary
steps to control the violent confronation that had been
developing between some local leaders and Ananda Marga
workers for several months. The police did not take any
step, despite having been repeatedly informed about the
situation.
"This has ied many residents of the Kasba and Tiijaia
areas to believe that the police. were either too weak and
unprepared to check or avoided taking notice of the
matter as some ruling party leaders were directiy invoived
in it. In either case, some residents say, it is futile for
21
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any one to depend on the police for protection for his 'life
and property threatened by some goonda ( anti-social )
elements."
"The incident ( of attack on the two sisters on April 28 )
alone should have alerted the police to the possibility of a
vio!ent attack er? the Anznda Margils. Had police parties
been posted in the Kasba area and on the two roads used
by the Anancia Margiis to reach their giobai ashram in
i~ljaia. the tragedy of April 30 might have been averted.
It is strange that this blatant failure of the police has not
yet been inquired into by the Inspector General of Police,
West Bengal, nor has any action been taken against the
erring oiiiciais.
?--.-.

"When this correspondent asked the police why no
precautionary steps were taken when they knew of the
increasing tension in the area, one senior police official.
admitted that such precautionary steps should have been
taken, but said, "they often remain on paper.'' He argued
strangely that in the kind of atmosphere that had developed
in the kasba are. the April 30 tragedy was both" unavoidable and inevitable-whether
or not the police were
alert."

FURTHER POLICE DELAY
And another question remains unanswered: Why didthe police delay so long in arresting tho suspects?
The local residents said that the prepetrators of the
crime did not live in the immediate area; if the police had
cordoned off the entire area-standard procedbre in incidl
ents of such excessive violence-they
could have easily
detected any suspicious non-residents and identified the

culprits. But the first arrests were made only TWELVE
HOURS after the press and media had strongly condemned
tlie incident-giving the real murderers ample time to escape.
An investigative article in the Hindustan Times (May
14 ), states, "The gruesome murder of 17 Ananda Marga
monks near the Kasba and Tiljala localities was allegedly
planned and-carried out by a local tough named "Michikey"
Bablu and some of his associates. The police know about
the criminals but have not yet been able to take them inta
custody.
"Some eyewitnesses to the April 30 murders say these
criminals ?re often seen moving freely in the Kasba market.
But when asked why they have not been arrested tRe police
say thy are not traceable and have been put on the list of
'absconders'.
"Bablu, a, slim, short man in his late twenties, was
arrested in connection with some murders when the Congresa
Party was in power in 1969. Soon this party was replaced
by the CPI-M, which released him. He was later appointed
Secretary of the local committee of the CPI-M. He is
alleged to be very- close to the Marxist MLA from Ballygrrnge ( Sachin Sen ).
"The CPI-M workers have been viewing with considerable alarm this growth of Ananda Maga, which is
considere-d a threat t o the CPI-M in West Bengal in both
organizqtional and ideological terms. About a dozen of
those who have been arrested are CPI-M workers of the
Kasba area.
\

"The hand of any outside political agency in the ghastly
murders is ruled out by both the Kasba people and the CID
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officials. The eyewitnesses say that the theory that the
crime might have been committed by some outsiders is
"absurd".
No outsider can dare enter the area to d o
something that may affect the supremacy of the local CPI-M
leaders. These leaders would have brought the heavens
down had the Congress I 4 Indira Gandhi's party ) or any
other group been responsibie for the crime. Mr. Subhrata
Mukherjee, a local Congress-I leader said, "I would have
been immediately arrested had my party been even remotely
connected with the carnage."

"CID investigation has established that there was a
"pattern" behind the killings : Pakaro, maaro, aur jalao
(catch, beat up and burn,) It'is learnt that the killers perhaps
did not want to finish off so many Ananda Margiis. They
were waiting for some important Ananda Marga monks, including the General Secretary and the private secretary to the
Ananda Marga chief. The attack was planned for early in
the day because, every morning these important persons used
to go to the Tiljala ashram from their office in Jodhpur
Park. That fateful day also they had gone to Tiljala, but
about half an hour before the killers had colIected. It was
perhaps a narrow escape for them.

h he CID

investigation has also led them to believe
that it was wrong to claim, as was done in the beginning, that
the Ananda Marga monks had been lynched by an angry
mob that believed them to be child-lifters. (The charge of
child-lifting had been made repeatedly in the last one month
to whip up public sentiment against the Ananda Marga.)
"When the monks were dragged out of the taxis, only
30-40 persons had taken an active part in their killings in
three different places So?n,~,
anti-s=&! e!emen:a had lent a

helping hand.

Terrorized by the scence, the people had only

helplessly looked on. In fact, some members of publie.
$elped a few monks escape almost certain .death."*

ANANDA MARGA5S FOUR DEMANDS
The Hindustan Times reported ( May 14 ), "The
eyemitnesses to the brutal crime are so scared that they
avoid even talking about it. They say that the Kasba
police are so much under the influence of the local committee
of tne CPI-M that no one can expect their protection against
the committee members. They will not be surprised if the
same persons who had perpetrated the crime on April 30th
repeat it any day. ''No one will ever dare to intervene," said one eyewitness.
What is to preient this ghastly crime from being
repeated- certainly hot the police, nor the fear-rid den
populace. The State Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu, himself'
continues to incite the anti-social elements against Ananda
Marga by his provocative statements to the press: "If Sachin
Sen ( the local communist MLA who was implicated in the
killings) retaliates against the Ananda Marga ashram
--

*@TheCPI-M defends itself that they would not have
been so foolish as to comnqit such an atrocity so soon before
the state elections, which they were expecting to win. But
in fact, some of the CPI-M officials were so impatient to
take action against Ananda Marga that they chose this time,
just before the e!ections, with the added intention of creating
an atmosphere of fear to further intimidate any political
opposition. In Indian politics, acts of violent kengeance are.
often perpetrated at a time of political confusion-such 2s
immediately before an election-when the blame can easilybe placed on other parties.
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with 10,000 people, can they resist it ??"
Patrika, May 6 ) ,

( Amrira Bazar

The Ananda Marga has placed four demands before
t h e Central Government of India :
(1)

The appointment o f a judicial enquiry
commission by the Central Government.

(2)

The immediate dissolution of the West
Bengal State Government.

(3)

The arrest o f the real culprits, including
men of power like MLA Sachin 'sen.

(4) Adequate protection for the life and property o f Ananda Marga in Calcutta and
throughout W e s t Benga!,

WHY AN INDEPENDENT JUDICAL COMMISSION ?
Mr. Joyti Basu, the Chief Minister, has appointed a state
But it is
widely known that the communist government fears Ananda
Marga as a growing challenge throughout the State, both
organizationally and ideologically. Can justice really be
expected from those who themselves masterminded the massrcre, in a well-planned and systematic campaign to annihilate
the spiritual movement from West Bengal ?
ixiqiiiry cvrnrnissioil to investigate the tragedy.

After the Ananda Nagar incident in 1967, the CPI-M
state government appointed a judicial commission to
invesizigate the murders. But this important commission was
dissolved by the government afGF only one sitting, before
they could even finalize their findings. What is there to
prevent thegovernment from repating this strategy again ?
The Chief Minister has used delaying tactics at every
step of the inquiry procedure, and finally appointed a High
Court's justice only after persistent pressure from all sectors
of the outraged populace.
Since the activities of the CPI-M party and Chief
Minister are not above suspicion, Ananda Marga will not
~ c c e p any
t judicial commission instituted by it, and demands
that an independent judicial commission be appcin:ed to
determine the truth and punish the real culprit-though they
may be sitting on the thrones of political power.

. WHY THE DESSOLUTION OF THE STATE

GOVERNMENT

r ne CPI--M G o \ernment is becou~iiig iniicreaaingIy
worried about the growing popular symphatiiy and StippGit
for the Ananda Margiis, and thus they are trying to silence
their voice to the public.
T.

During the funeral procession for the victims, weeping
spectators clutched the hands of the mourning Margiis,
beseeching them to stop and tell them what had really
happend. But the police, directed by the communist party,
roughly pushed the Margiis forward and thre'ttened them
with arrest iF they even spoke a word because, they said,
"This is a silent funeral procession."
At the condolence meeting following the funeral, police
wielding heavy bamboo staffs, charged the Margiis, injuring
60 persons, including several women. 250 Marga members
were arrested, and the organization was refused permission
to hold any further condolence meetings by the West Bengal
Government.
As the Hindusten Times reported, the eyewitnesses
were too frightened to even speak about the incident. 'In
such an atmosphere of repressive terror, can one imagine
that any independent witness will be able-or hale the
courage-to depose in Ananda Marga's favour ?
Thus the demand for the dissolution of the State
Government is not a political but a judicial one. As in
Ananda Nagar and Cooch Behar, we can expect justice only
after the ~ommi.~nnis!government iz remoked from power: and
a free and democratic atmosphere is restored in Wrest
Bengal.

INTERVENTION-NOW

We, the members of Ananda Marga, call upon the Priqe
Minister of India to intervene and prevent the further loss
of innocent lives and the further shame to the Indian nation
.as the harbourer of such beastly criminals.

All the righteous people of the world have viewed with
outrage the Calcutta tragedy as one of the cruelest and
most heinous crimes of the present day.

We demand intervention now-before
THE END

it is too late.

