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this very sort hing and nad not received it.
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I do not know whether is

gone on some sort,of liquid diet and Mr Runde knows 2 lot more this

situation that I do, because since it was a self-imposed fast, and T
s

representing two legal organisations only interested in the ness of the
trial, T did not want to get into the issues which ere important, but on
which I really have little expertisc. L L

that 1 do know sbout his condition is that he is too sick to be in -

court; that he had to be brought on a stretcher to tostify om his own
be] l‘ P 4l L . i > 1 AT
" .y "".

WR_SHEETON: Excuse me. Did you ever see him at all when you were there?

MR SHEPPARD: No; that happened after. But T spoke to defense attorneys. In
Fact, he 1s so weak he cannot speak and he commmicates with his lawyers -
and T understand that is hou he testified a few weeks 2go - by using an
alphabet chart on which he spells out the words in reply to the questions .

p¥ to hin. Mow what would persuade him to terminate his fast, I donot
know. I think Mr Runde might be able to answer that, but it is an extra-
ordinary situation. 1 also gather that the Indian suthorities arc not

making particular energotic efforts to have him terminate his fast. - '—‘.,
STATEMENT OF CRAIG RUNDE, FORIER DIRECTOK OF P.R. SARKAR INTERNATIOMAL =
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MR RUNDE: I went to India in 1974 with Mr Nells who was mentioned before.
ir Tlells' journey was specifically oriented around the question of this -
fast in finding out ways that it might be possible to have it ended It ~
seens as if there were conditions under which !r Saxkar began his fast. Several
with providing proper food, visitation rights and the ending of illegal, =~ .
imprisonment of some of his followers.

The fourth point which is probably the most important and
icant is the question of th "- ' incident, which is
happened in éarly 1975 after Mr Sarkar had asked ‘court

¥
ft

‘-.—.—-:_m' 1 arl e
in his 1,272 day. Nith regard to poisoning
enquiry into it so he might meko ke off
he thought was involved, ot cetera. The I

: : ndian Government to
aowledge this request, rcfused te acknowledge Mr Vells suggestion that
this would be a very important humanitarian move to take. In late 1974,
there vas a commission report. It was a non-official commission made up
of cortain members of the Calcutta bar, who found, in fact, lir Sarkar
was poisoning himself by an overdose of barbiturates administered by e
the jnl dﬂcmd sl O ; IE 5 e v A i

still the Government has failed to acknowledge that report and event-
' [ , lir Sarkar's health

iafactory in cortain lotters "84 Congress. Tho! i
yassabor to the United States ha: 2d that his health is
X ?@ﬁt in fine, and we need T ernied. Of course, we
fecl \rm;.lﬂ rently about that. 13

MR SMEETON: Are there any other trials currently pending that involve =)
UR_SHEPPARD: i, inderstand there arc one or two other trials, The accused -
in this particular casc have future trials pending ageinst them. They will
ag‘-ina " e T t : :

r
¥

IR RUNDE: Could T add another rather sensationalised issue? One trial now
: in Mew Delhi with regerd to an alleged assassinstion attempt
upon the Chicf Justice of India in early 1975 and also yet to come in
Patna again will be a trial against the scveral members of fnanda Marga



s : :

vith regard mﬁ ‘the railmy*

C dous parallel s to how the case

ains ramcit police being involved around

! the prosectic : tness again being a former member
who is held ody for some time, Mlﬁ'asses. !@:&m other: pnple
and then is grmted a pardon. e

A

In sensethisi:umham:isht:ism' ,_Buﬁ,r -
trial boem;sw; these gentlemen® face death sentences as nq?uf -y

In rather an interestin __.rmﬂw,@ahtmwaw
enquirer, and this vas ! frer tl mumwye sids 3
these trials ever began, snid the following. I will

Ulir Sarkar is on trial for murders and other crimes. Sommthsm
his organisation assassinated our railway ninister and more recontly his
organisation made an attempt on the life of cur Chiof Justice. Thoy had -
dmanstpimmmﬁm mleminmbucufe ik
1“‘:1“‘“"8% - LS Rt A ’n!u‘an 85 dirwm T .-:|

The Wiﬁaﬂtﬂ ﬂruayhats the outcone scaled, mwmaw by &
uywmm'niﬁerebm;nagoismwwahlbwmwm I
‘:lELt kind of potential intinidation. ol g a3 xv

T ivong
LR SHBETM 'fnumtimd ymm.ﬁhe&oformgmth, tho month of
me. ] I

[ SHEPPARD: Ho; I attended nine days of hearings. Bus O R VT
MR SUEETON: You actually observed nine days of hearings? E

— e
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MR_SUEETON: Did you mveuryunyofdwm&ningm«rm:mmthh
was typical of tlie trial as a whole? T i ! ot 9

—g,u.(r Bl M nanp Yo 50 IS LT
_%_lﬂ? That wvas a big issuc before I went, and it is not the first
trial that l,hlwe OWGJ 1 have a.hfays i‘t:z.lf.g pcxhaps wrongly that a
trainod prac 35 0 od with th q;-mdqaﬂnda‘ of

L._,_,_r?t!;ta—' ple beforc. T oven jient ¢ o

- who 13_:1__511;“]1_- wrrister dinvo | in the defenss. e—at-length With

P “both ‘prosecution and defensc lmors - who Were very much afn:.d l:u meet
with me, T might add, to give you an indication of the climate there. For it
instance, they would not even ‘talk to ;é';:;‘e:ll I ht&m introduced to 1 o
them by the prosecuting attorney. And | ‘assured, T am convinced,
chat what I obsemd::is extremel ywwmm At hifn ('3

o (9 ST Sin r- roe V] L reaal

MR_SUEETON: Extmzy typical? 0" 1aciad o) Yo v ok 2
LTty e § Ly 9 R inaeidsf aot e

iR s«mrmnn An:l characteristic of the rost o!’ the trial, 1o doubt tnuy fny o1
m . TOGGT ] : ) 2Ol BrraemreL v ¥ Hid
{R_SEETON: I yas roading 'intheﬂaﬂ)'q;k allp '91'_6:,;'
oi TodTa by, 101 14in Poiieas ind ® vas. tamng aygqt_ ten -’.1 ,
becoming politicised and i e m amongst
significant portions of the lcgal pre ssion ﬁid you get an opportunity
while you were therc to talk to members of the Indian r? las any of this
concern manifested or expresscd to you? o R L

mmaan I read the article that you referred to and T aonotéhm 0"
Dt t!lﬁ'mﬁdwco;nf,pqgm T met and obviously since I was
fouowal every 1 am surc even }mffié.iont CBI kmm'; uhn I}mgt

If T can Me.mmmwmmmmw -
Bamnerjec, the two lcading defensc counsel, might be jailod after the -
trial. T asked them about it, and both of them, first of all, said that

they were not afraid, Thoy wore very senior nembors of the bar, Theydid = o
not anticipate that they might be imprisoncd. And their conduct in court, | |
I must say, was very nuch fearless and energetic despite the sort of slow.







